
Welland Valley Cycling Club 
Minutes of Committee Meeting 
Tuesday 30 March 2021 
Held via Zoom 
 
Members present: 
Jon Durnin (chairman), Stuart Dawkins, John Welsford, Kevin Nicholls, Dave Birch, Tim 
Smith, Adrian Killworth, Chris Dainty, Phil Rayner, Lorna Marlow, George Barnett. 
 
1) Apologies and introduction 

1.1 Jon reminded attendees that this meeting had been called to go through plans 
for the re-starting of cycling events following the first loosening of Government 
Covid-19 lockdown rules on 29 March 2021. 
1.2 Apologies were received from Claire Moore and Rob Moore. 
 

2) Minutes of the Committee meeting on 2 March 2021 were approved. 
 
3) Matters arising 

3.1 Adrian will post the Off-Road Code of Conduct document onto the website this 
week.  (Action: Adrian) 
3.2 Updated DBS accreditation has been received from Chris Dainty and Simon Ward.  
Stuart has contacted Ben Brant who is aware that a DBS check is needed.  Stuart will 
contact Ben again re progress.  (Action: Stuart) 
3.3 Adrian and Jon proposed that the winners of the Cyclo-Cross awards for the 
2019-20 season can be included in whatever arrangements are used for the 2021 
Awards from other disciplines.  The Committee approved this approach. 
3.4 Lorna confirmed that Google Group should be able to replace GroupSpaces for 
Committee emails – GroupSpaces ceases to operate from 2 April 201.  Lorna will 
send all Committee members a test email to confirm it is working before 2 April.  
(Action: Lorna) 
3.5 Lorna, John and Chris are working on updating some of the pictures on the Club 
website.  Jon asked that, by the time of the next meeting, the ‘lead’ Committee 
member for each discipline check the text on the website about that discipline to 
ensure content is up to date.  (Action: Tim, Phil, Adrian, Kevin) 
3.6 It was noted that Nik Kershaw had won the unofficial series of Club RGT Virtual 
TTs.  It was agreed to consider a similar virtual series next winter. 
 

4) Update on Bruntingthorpe 
4.1 Jon had met again with people from Cox Automotive and a number of things had 
been agreed/progressed: 
- WVCC usage of Bruntingthorpe will begin with a Whizz Kids event on 10 April 2021.  
This will be accompanied by press releases, etc, which are currently being worked 
on. 
- Cox Automotive are happy for the Club’s proposed schedule of events to be run at 
Bruntingthorpe in 2021, subject to following their site protocols and risk 
assessments. 
- The Club’s time trial leagues for 2021 will be called the Cox Automotive Leagues. 



4.2 Jon has tested the TLI signing on process, using RiderHQ.  This all works fine. 
4.3 Risk assessments will be needed for TLI.  The Club cannot get access to the site to 
do these until May.  In the meantime, Jon is using last year’s time trial risk 
assessment as the basis for draft versions which can be shared early with TLI for 
comment, then updated after May. (Action: Jon, Tim, Phil) 
4.4 Chris will prepare draft communications about the Bruntingthorpe events and 
process to be issued some time after Easter, this will form the basis of an all-member 
email and website post.  (Action: Chris, Jon, Stuart) 
4.5 Jon will contact Gerrard Brooks re First Aid support for the events. (Action: Jon) 
4.6 Jon will check the minimum age for participants in TLI events.  (Action: Jon) 

 
5) Restarting of time trials 

5.1 Tim had circulated updated protocols to be used for Club time trials, which 
would commence from 13 April 2021 as planned.  These were approved by the 
Committee and include, inter alia: 
- Pre-booking using SignUp Genius (no entry on the line). 
- Cashless payments only at the event. 
5.2 Tim noted that the plan from 2019, whereby a Lead Marshall drives the course 
on the day for an on-the-day check of the risk assessment, would commence this 
year. 
5.3 Time reported good progress on organising the Club-sponsored N&DCA event, 
which would be the first N&DCA event this year. 
5.4 Dave agreed to circulate the rules used to define a ‘road bike’ for National road 
bike TT events, for likely use for Club events.  (Action: Dave) 
5.5 It was agreed that the practice of riding road bikes using the wrists (“puppy 
paws”) would not be allowed in Club TT events or road races.  Tim will add this to the 
website rules.  (Action: Tim) 
5.6 Tim noted that after all Covid-19 lockdown restrictions are lifted, currently 
possible from 21 June 2021, training would commence for those who had 
volunteered to be trained as timekeepers. 
5.7 It was agreed that Tim would draft communications, which would also be an all-
member email, to explain the approach being taken re Club time trials.  (Action: Tim, 
Stuart) 
5.8 The Committee thanked Tim for the excellent and detailed work he has done to 
ensure Club TT events are run safely during the pandemic.  Dave noted that he had 
spoken about the processes WVCC use (eg SignUp Genius) at a recent Regional CTT 
meeting and subsequently a number of local clubs are now following similar or 
identical approaches. 

  
6)  Restarting of Club Rides 

6.1 Adrian reported that the first off-road Club Ride had taken place, following the 
previous day’s loosening of Covid-19 restrictions.  This had gone well. 
6.2 It was noted that British Cycling have produced a draft ‘To whom it may concern’ 
letter to explain that groups of up to 15 riders are allowed under current rules for 
organised rides by cycling clubs, not the ‘rule-of-six’ that applies to non-sporting 
activities.  It was agreed to be useful for our Ride Leaders to have a copy of this 
letter.  (Action: Chris) 



6.3 Despite the ability to have up to 15 riders, it was agreed to limit Club Ride groups 
to 6-8 max, for non-Covid-19 reasons. 
6.4 Chris will produce suitable communications to announce the re-commencement 
of Club Rides from Sunday 4 April 2021.  (Action: Chris) 
6.5 Jon and Stuart had been approached by Club member Nick Clarke about the 
possibility of a regular Club Ride on Saturday mornings starting from Great Glen.  
This would make ‘formal’ an unofficial gathering that has been taking place – under 
Covid-19 compliant arrangements – in the past year or so.  It was noted that half a 
dozen new Club members had joined from this unofficial Group.  The proposal is for 
a single-speed ride, ca 16-18mph.  Th Committee discussed any possible impact on 
other Club activities and agreed such impact would be minimal and the proposal is a 
positive one for the Club.  The Committee agreed to the proposal, subject to Jon 
checking that Rob Moore had no concerns.  (Post Script: Rob is happy with the 
proposal, so the rides can go ahead). 
6.6 This new Club Ride would be handled under the same protocols as the main 
Sunday Club Rides.  Jon will discuss with Nick the date from which this process will 
formally begin.  (Action: Jon) 
6.7 It was agreed to discuss the protocols/formality of chain gangs on the next 
Committee meeting agenda.  These had always been ‘unofficial’ events in the past, 
but the National Covid-19 rules mean that this may need to be re-visited.  (Action: 
Stuart for agenda) 
 

7) Any other matters re restarting events 
7.1 Kevin reported that Whizz Kids events will begin with the Bruntingthorpe event 
on 10 April 2021.  BC rules allow for group sizes up to the maximum allowed by 
coach:rider multiples, but in practice he will limit numbers to 25-30 to begin with. 

 7.2 Adrian reported that the Friday Night Summer Series mountain biking races hope 
to start from July, but there are no details yet. 

 7.3 Phil noted that, nationally, there are planned to be some test events for road 
racing from May.  Phil is liaising with British Masters Racing re the likely impact on La 
Fleche Waltonne races, planned for 13 June 2021, and whether those races might be 
a useful test event.  Phil will keep the Committee informed of any developments.  
(Action: Phil) 

 7.4 Further guidance from BC is still awaited re road racing more generally. 
 
8) Correspondence 
 Nothing to report 
 
9) Any other business 

9.1 It was agreed that a task group – likely to include Jon, George, Adrian, Kevin, Phil, 
Tim – would meet as soon as Covid-19 protocols allow, to tidy up Club equipment at 
Misterton, possibly including the hiring of a skip to get rid of unwanted items.  
(Action: Jon). 

 9.2 It was noted that Market Harborough Borough Council had suggested that some 
storage space might be found for equipment of the Club needed it.  This would be 
borne in mind should it be necessary in the future. 



 9.3 Jon noted that he has liaised with Peter Riley re the Club memorabilia which was 
been discussed at the last meeting, so it can be incorporated as appropriate in the 
Club History project. 

 9.4 Tim noted that there had been a change of ownership of the Husbands Bosworth 
Sports Pavilion, this might make it less suitable for the Ride or Race for Rosemary 
event, and possibly impact on car parking for other uses too (eg La Fleche Waltonne 
road races).  Tim would be visiting the site shortly and would let Committee 
members know of any updates.  Possible alternative venues might be the Sibbertoft 
Gliding Club, Misterton or the Mini Meadows farm park.  (Action: Tim) 

 9.5 It was agreed that the next Committee meeting date would remain Monday 19 
April, as a ‘full’ Committee meeting. 
 
 

 
Meeting closed at 8:30pm 
Stuart Dawkins 31/03/2021 
 

 


