
Welland Valley Cycling Club 
Minutes of Extra Committee Meeting 
Monday 28 March 2022, 7:30 PM 
Held via Zoom 
 
Members present: 
Jon Durnin (chairman), Stuart Dawkins, John Welsford, Adrian Killworth, Chris Dainty, Kevin 
Nicholls, Judith Rout, Roger Kockelbergh, Stuart Haycox, Phil Rayner, Sarah Mee, and Dom 
Switzer. 
 
1) Apologies and introduction 

1.1 Jon noted that this short additional meeting had been added to the Committee 
schedule to provide an update on a few specific matters, rather than to go through 
all of the Committee’s usual business. 
1.2 Apologies were received from Tim Smith, Claire Waterfield and George Barnett 

 
2) Minutes of the Committee meeting on 31 January 2022 were approved. 
 
3) Bruntingthorpe Festival of Cycling 

4.1 The Committee received an update on the Bruntingthorpe Festival of Cycling 
(BFOC) which is being planned in conjunction with Cox Automotive for the weekend 
of 25 and 26 June 2022.  Jon, Judith and Chris are leading on this, supported by 
others.  Confirmed events include Bikeability sessions, sponsored rides, e-bikes, 
Whizz Kids skills sessions, bike maintenance, have-a-go time trials and cyclo cross, 
and the AA Brown Road Race. 

 4.2 It was noted that, due to security rules at the Bruntingthorpe proving ground, all 
attendees, including spectators, must be pre-registered for any event, this will be 
handled by Signup Genius. 

 4.3 Liaison with Cox Automotive is going well. 
 4.4 The Committee thanked all those concerned with the preparation of this major 

undertaking. 
 

4) NCRA / British Cycling update 
4.1 The planned round of the NCRA road racing series led by Welland Valley had 
been cancelled due to the inability of Central Region of British Cycling (BC) to find 
sufficient Accredited Marshalls to support the race.  All road racing in Central Region 
now has to be supported by the Accredited Marshall Scheme (AMS).  It was noted 
that attempts to find suitable Marshalls had been left until the final few days and 
that there had been no communication with the race organiser in advance of the 
cancellation. 

 4.2 These events echoed the experience around the Duncan Murray Wines Road 
Races in 2021, when the process of obtaining AMS Marshalls and the communication 
around it had also been poor.  At that time, however, the option to run the race 
without AMS Marshalls had still existed. 

 4.3 In the light of these developments, Jon and Stuart had sent a constructive but 
strongly worded letter to the Chief Executive of BC, copying in East Midlands and 
Central Region BC representatives, stating a lack of confidence in the way the Central 



Region organise these matters and suggesting a few ways forward.  No response had 
yet been received from the letter recipient, but Central Region have responded by 
email with proposed ways to improve matters for the future. 

 4.4 On a more positive note, subsequent rounds of the NVRA series had taken place 
successfully.  There had been significant turn-out from Welland Valley members, 
with 15-20 Club riders in each field of 60, including a number new to road racing and 
including some prize winners.  The Committee thanked those responsible for 
encouraging this new wave of interest in road racing, notably Phil Rayner and Nick 
Clarke who had organised structured training sessions over the winter. 

 
5) Chair Succession  

5.1 At the previous Committee meeting, Jon had stated that he would be standing 
down as Chair at the next AGM and asked for any Committee member who would be 
interested in the role to let him and/or Stuart D know.  Judith had subsequently 
expressed an interest. 

 5.2 As a consequence, Judith will now be ‘shadowing’ Jon for the rest of this year, as 
well as having a key role in delivering the BFOC. 

 5.3 The Committee unanimously supported Judith taking on the role of Vice Chair 
with immediate effect, with John Welsford retaining his roles as Treasurer and 
Membership Secretary. 
 

6) Any other business 
6.1 Jon had circulated an email re progress on the Welland Valley Sportive.  The 
Committee agreed the proposals and that Jon/Chris would sort out social media 
boosts and communications.  (Action: Jon/Chris)  

 6.2 Judith has completed the training to become a Breeze Ride leader.  Rides would 
commence soon. 

 6.3 Stuart H noted that Club members Millie Pinnock and Harriet Evans were helping 
with the new WVCC Instagram site. 

 6.4 Phil noted that an order for new WVCC leisure wear was being made this 
weekend. 

 6.5 Phil noted that the Fleche Waltonne road race has full fields of 60 riders for each 
of the two races. 

 6.6 Jon updated the Committee on Tim Smith’s recent back issues.  This has 
unfortunately led to Tim and Lucy not being able to do the planned Tandem Lands 
End to John O’Groats ride this year.  The Committee sent their best wishes to Tim 
and also agreed that the profits from this year’s AA Brown Road Race would go to 
Thomas’ Fund, which was to be the recipient of funds raised for the tandem ride. 

 6.7 It was agreed that the next meeting of the Committee would be face-to-face, 
ideally in Market Harborough. 
 

Meeting closed at 8:15pm 
Stuart Dawkins 18/04/22  Next meeting: Monday 25 April 2022 

 


